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Government reforms begin to take
shape at Indianapolis, Evansville
Bosma sees 2007 local restructuring

By BRIAN A. HOWEY
INDIANAPOLIS - The month of November 2005 may well go down in history

as a key period in the 21st Century reform initiatives of state and local government.
Next Monday night, the Indianapolis City-County Council will vote on a merg-

er of the city police and the Marion ! 1 r

County Sheriff Department. It is one of . !

the biggest unfinished pieces of busi- y =

ness left over from the historic Unigov

passage more than three decades ago. ~ _h,
Deputy Mayor Steve Campbell r -
refused to predict whether the merger r S5 ¢
F Ll

was a done deal. “We’re optimistic,”
Campbell said. “I can’t speak for the
sheriff, but we've talked to him and his
people and the changes made by the

council committee reflect those . ﬁ Tl : ]
changes.” wacd,

Mayor Bart Peterson told the i 1 ‘

Indianapolis Star, "It's better than what | . k 4
proposed. It's a great example of how ,;,r i
the public process is supposed to work." ¥ 1
_ Marion County Democratic Marion County Sheriff Frank Anderson is the key
Chairman Ed Treacy, asked if Anderson . on the Hoosier government reform front.
and Peterson are on the same page, o nty Chairman Ed Treacy looks on. (HPR Photo)
told HPR, “I believe that they are now
OK.”

The high drama in Indianapolis is only one aspect of a flurry of reform activity
sweeping the state. Late last month, the Evansville Council voted 9-0 supporting a
resolution supporting a county referendum on the unification of Evansville and
Vanderburgh County. The Vanderburgh commissioners voted 2-0 a few days later to
support the resolution. In Lake County, U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky will meet with local
elected officials on Nov. 28 to discuss his “Good Government Initiative.”

Last week it was House Speaker Brian Bosma who opened the door for legis-
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“This is sad. This is just
sad. There’s just
nothing much to find.”
— Vanderburgh County
Sheriff Brad Ellsworth, on
Wednesday as tornado vic-
tims returned to their
destroyed homes, to the
Evansville Courier & Press
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lation that would foster local government reforms. “It's more of y ¢ ,
a concept than a plan,” Bosma told HPR as he headed to Sen . Garton S ‘wate rfa”
Franklin Wednesday night for a House Republican Town Hall
meeting. “The state needs to allow local elected officials more By BRIAN A. HOW'_EY
That quote in Sunday’s Matthew Tully column was

flexibility.” . . .
so glib. Just for old time's sake, let's review: Of Gov.

Bosma said that in addition to government consolida- ol b b d. “It will b .
tion initiatives already under way in Indianapolis, Fort Wayne !Dann_e S, _Sen. Bo Gar_ton observed, "It will be an interest-
ing historical study. Is it a watershed administration or a

and Lake County, Republican officials in Hamilton County had .,

approached him about their desire for change. “A lot of people waterfall? .

want the opportunity to try creative solutions to make govern- . DI What a quote. What a_questlon. O CUrEe:

ment more efficient and effective,” the Speaker said. “Local Lluelee speculau_on €I L2 ElEEEN P Eenieesm Ie 20w
erful Senate President Pro Tempore and the governor.

overnment doesn’t have all the tools that it needs.” . . . )
9 . . . Tully also asked Garton if he kept in touch with Daniels.
Bosma said that recent legislation allowed town- " N . .
. N b . . Not very often," he said. Garton, who found himself
ships to merge, “but it didn’t give cities and counties the abili- . :
" essentially on the same page with the governor on the
tyto melr—?ee.said that it was a studv of Lake Countv and its 30 (duoh!) “intelligent design” debate, called Daniels "person-
y Y able and persuasive" but added that the first-year governor

units of local government that raised the issue with him. . o : ;
e . . should work on his communication skills with lawmakers
Since that time, that has become an issue that many people and the public

have brought up,” Bosma said. In Hamilton County, there are Over the weekend, the Columbus Republic asked

some W"j‘”t"]ﬁ rt]ownshlr[])s '[lohmzrge. ion in the sh o Daniels if he supports the practice of a citizen legislature,
B ng ZV?La elat y discussion In the S ort_ﬁebssmn, in the wake of WISH-TV’s expose of Garton and other leg-

osma pre |_cte - Loca gO\,{ernment restructuring will be one islators drawing dual state salaries from the legislature and
of the prime issues in 2007. vy Tech

As for whether he backed the police merger in his " We've raised the standards in many ways,”

home county, Bosma wouldn’t endorse or deny the plan, Daniels said. “I do think that going forward we ought to
though the 14-member Republican minority is expected to avoid the situation where government employees are vot-
oppose the plan next Monday. “The debate is important, ing on their own budgets.” Daniels also praised Garton,

Bosma said. “The City-County Council was elected to make however. “Bob Garton, in particular, is fastidious... about
that decision. The debate is taking place at the right level of working harder than the job requires at Ivy Tech.”
government. | don’t have a position on it.” As to whether there is a pending meltdown
_ Campbell believes that council Republicans have between the governor and president, administration insid-
tried to make it “a partisan issue” but “we don't see it that ers insist there is not, despite the twin-bladed rhetoric.
way. These are all Republican ideas we’'ve been espousing.” But of interest is the coming news that Daniels’
Campbell said that Mayor Peterson intends to push | chief counsel, Steven Schultz, an administration rising star,
his Indy Works proposals during the 2006 legislative session, is going back to Columbus to work for Irwin Financial
saying that it was watered down in 2005 “not because of poli- Corp. (and will be replaced by Mark Massa). There was no
cy disagreements, but instead 100 percent politics.” hint that Schultz might have an eye on a legislative seat.
The compromise Indy Works plan that came out of However, if the governor wants to talk to the presi-
the legislature allowed for the police merger, but threw town- dent this afternoon, he'll likely find Garton busy on the
ship fire department mergers to the individual townships phone, which is what happens when any inkling of a chal-
where there is great opposition from township employees. lenger appears on the horizon. <

As for the Evansville/Vanderburgh County “unifica-
tion,” Phil Fisher, who heads up the committee supporting that

drive, told HPR that legislators are still mulling things over. shouldn't even be considered on a referendum. Outside the
“Our local delegation is still making up their minds hallowed halls, there are many informed citizens who think

about what to do,” Fisher said. the concept is quite practical and don't understand why most
Vanderburgh Councilman Lloyd Winnecke told HPR,  office holders don't support it.”

“The unification attempt is an interesting exercise. Walking The Vanderburgh County Council passed the resolu-

the halls of the Civic Center in Evansville, one will hear a zil-  tion by a 4-2 with the Republican Winnecke joining three

oo

lion reasons why unified government will not work, and Democrats. %



Surveying Indiana’s townships:
Some savings; some waste

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - Why do we need townships?

It's a question I've been asking for several years now.
Over the past two years, there have been two reports that
ponder this question. One was the Indiana Project for Efficient
Local Government prepared for the Indiana Chamber of
Commerce. The second, released in September, was done by
Indiana University’s Institute for Family and Social
Responsibility.

The Chamber’s report notes that appropriations for
local governments increased from $3.44 billion in 1997 to
$4.24 billion in 2002, a 23 percent increase. The consumer
price index increased by 12 percent during the same period.

The Chamber called for centralization of poor relief,
with an estimated savings of $26 million annually, multi-coun-
ty correctional facilities (savings between $5.4 million and
$10.5 million) and joint purchasing by counties and municipal-
ities (up to $7.6 million in savings).

On poor relief, it noted that “for every dollar of assis-
tance, approximately 90 cents was appropriated for adminis-
trative costs. Marion County’s Center Township and Lake
County’s Calumet Township appropriated $16 million to deliv-
er $7.7 million in assistance. By comparison, the United Way
has 13 percent administration costs in contrast to 47 percent
for Indiana. Hoosier non-profits spent
between 13 and 18 percent administrative-
ly.

IU’'s township study included 30
counties, but not Lake or Marion. It noted
that 21 states have township government.
In only five states, townships administer
poor relief.

and more responsibilities to county govern- Knight Township Volunteer firefighters
search for tornaod victims. (WRTV)

ment. Between 1952 and 1997, county
expenditures rose from 31.5 percent to
39.1 percent, while township expenditures dropped from 9.9
percent to 5.2 percent and municipalities from 51.2 percent to
44.9 percent.

“The expenditures and employment trends document-
ed point to the unmistakable conclusion that the service roles
of county governments have been increasing in significance
in recent years,” the 1U study explains.

Why?

Because county jurisdiction often transcends urban,
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suburban and rural areas. Services don't stop at imaginary
boundary lines, but follow the needs of populations.

In some areas, the U study is laudatory of township
services, particularly fire protection. There are 800 volunteer
departments and 17,500 volunteers protecting about 80 per-
cent of land mass. They possess 80 percent of fire fighting
equipment. “It would cost in the neighborhood of $430 million
per year to convert these stations from all-volunteer to all-
paid,” the study explained. “For the citizens of Indiana, volun-
teer fire companies provide a financial bargain like no other.”
In the 37 townships responding to the survey, there were a
total of 1,132 firefighters; 74 were full-time paid professionals
and 1,058 were non-paid volunteers.

It used Howard County as an example. The profes-
sional Kokomo Fire Department costs $296.30 per capita resi-
dent; compared to $13.20 for the volunteer department at
Russiaville, $7.11 for Greentown, $65 for Center Township
and $5.10 for Liberty Township.

In other areas, such as property assessment, the
IU study says, “There is no current duplication of effort across
county and township assessors so there would not be any
savings derived from ending duplication of effort if county
assessors were to assume all functions of local assessment.”

But, it continues, “Empirical evidence indicates that
consolidation could permit realization of some economies of
scale and reduced operating costs in many counties, but the
magnitude of those cost savings varies considerably from
county to county.”

Only five states -- Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, New
B4 Jersey and North Dakota -- rely on town-
ships to do all or part of property assess-
ment. “There may be savings associated
with moving primary property tax assess-
ment from the township to county level,”
the IU report explains. “The gains would
not be from ending duplication of effort.
Gains might be derived from economies
resulting from doing assessment at a
larger scale of operations. In other words,
the cost of the assessment function for
an office servicing a population of 15,000 may be less than
triple the cost of an office servicing a population of 5,000.”

Out of 27 counties, 24 show potential savings that
could be obtained from centralization and three (Shelby,
Montgomery and Clay) demonstrate no such savings resulting
from consolidation. Estimated savings would be 74 percent in
Elkhart, 57 percent in Adams, 62 percent in Allen, 2 percent in
Howard, 13 percent in LaGrange, 27 percent in Wells, 61 per-
cent in Whitley.



The U study explains, “It is likely that countywide
assessment would create greater consistency of property
assessments within the county because the larger scale of
operations could permit hiring of personnel with greater skill
and would permit administrative controls across the entire
county.”

The trickiest aspect of township government
comes with poor relief. “In many townships, the trustee’s
office has become the first line of defense when families
experience emergencies, rather than the last resort as was
originally envisioned,” the 1U study explained.

In the 30-county case study, an estimated 20,000
households which received township assistance would have
required an additional 144 caseworkers employed at the
county level (average cost of $26,827) or a total of $3.8 mil-
lion plus benefits. Percent of requests granted range from 9
percent in Adams County, to 30 percent in Elkhart, 42 percent
in Howard, 48 percent in LaGrange and Wells, 59 percent in
Whitley, 81 percent in Montgomery.

But township officials claim that they know the territo-
ry. They are open “24/7” and one told 1U, “The trustee knows
who is needy and who is greedy.”

The study found that 71 percent of township
trustees and assessors earn less than $10,000 annually.
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The U study explains, “Consolidation at the county
level may increase consistency in benefits and adherence to
guidelines, but travel time and expense for low-income fami-
lies applying for assistance will increase. In addition, the abili-
ty to assist in unique circumstances may be curtailed with a
more bureaucratic system. Township trustees are able to
meet directly with applicants when needed; there is not a
chain of command to see an elected official. If consolidation
were to occur, services would become more depersonalized.”

And the report says, “Consolidating township assis-
tance at the county level may add additional psychological
barriers to seeking out much-needed help, particularly among
the elderly who are poor but proud. While there may appear
to be some cost savings to be derived from the consolidation
of some functions of township government, the end result
might be a ‘wash’ if the anticipated additional infrastructure
costs for the counties that assume township functions ... are
taken into consideration. We might anticipate the need for
higher overall salaries and more costly benefit packages for
state and county level employees.”

Lastly, the report says, “Local flexibility in program
design and service delivery would allow local needs to be met
in the most efficient manner without the imposition of one
generic structure on all townships and counties.” +

From Bethlehem to Delphi

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - When Indiana ponders the role of
townships and poor relief in the coming years, one might con-
sider the name of Robert S. Miller.

The name rings a bell, right?

He’s CEO of Delphi Corporation, the bankrupt com-
pany that has proposed slashing $27-an-hour wages to $9.50
an hour for production workers and $19 an hour for skilled
workers.

Terry Thurman of the UAW'’s Region 3, was angered
at Gov. Mitch Daniels for meeting with Miller and agreeing to
those demands. "You can't raise a family, you can't send your
kids to college, you can't retire with dignity on $9 an hour,”
Thurman told the Indianapolis Star. Of Gov. Daniels, Thurman
said, "If | could give him a grade lower than 'F,' | would." He
goes to Kokomo and basically endorses $9 an hour."

Daniels, who campaigned on increasing Hoosier
household income, bristled, telling the Star, "Of course you
feel terrible about anybody who experiences a significant
(pay) reduction. And I'm not defending it. But $9 an hour, plus
a huge benefit package, is not a job we should turn our nose
up at in Indiana. We've got a lot of folks for whom that would
be a very acceptable job, or a step up.”

CEO Miller has played this role before. He was CEO

at Bethlehem Steel, which filed for bankruptcy in 2001.

In fact, Indiana’s industrial landscape is full of compa-
nies who have shaped what some describe as the coming
pension debacle: Studebaker, Bethlehem, National Steel, LTV,
United Airlines, and now Delphi. General Motors may be next.

Studebaker’s decision in 1959 to stretch out its
pension funding schedule ended in its catastrophic 1963 col-
lapse in South Bend. The New York Times magazine called
the Studebaker collapse “a watershed” that prompted the
UAW to lobby for federal pension protection. It took a decade,
but in 1974, Congress passed the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act. When Bethlehem Steel failed, it was
only 45 percent funded; United only 42 percent.

Miller told the Times that the days of “30 and out” for
workers are gone. “These pensions were created when we all
used to work until age 70 and then poop out at 72,” Miller
explained. “Now, if you live past 80, a not-uncommon demo-
graphic, you're going to take benefits longer than you are
working. That social contract is under severe pressure.”

State Sen. Vi Simpson told HPR last summer that she
has seen estimates where “a third of the current pensions”
are teetering on the brink.

Who will pick up the slack? The federal government,
and, perhaps, the local poor relief office when the future
shock arrives.



Tornado halts 8th CD race;
brings scrutiny to Ellsworth,
Hostettler over storm costs

By MARK SCHOEFF JR.
The Howey Political Report

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A capricious natural disaster
not only destroyed lives and property in southwest Indiana
earlier this week, it brought one of the most competitive con-
gressional races in the country to a halt for the time being.

A tornado packing winds between 158 and 206 miles
per hour accompanied by severe thunderstorms killed 22 peo-
ple in Vanderburgh and Warrick counties in the early morning
hours Sunday. The weather injured more than 200 people,
damaged hundreds of homes and leveled much of Eastbrook
Mobile Home Park near Evansville.

The tragedy has put local politics on hold. "For all
intents and purposes, the campaign has been suspended this
week and will stay that way for the rest of the week most like-
ly," said Jay Howser, campaign manager for Vanderburgh
County Sheriff Brad Ellsworth, in an HPR interview on
Tuesday. Ellsworth is challenging incumbent 8th CD GOP

Rep. John Hostettler. %ﬁ

"Who has time
to think about politics?
Our hearts and minds
are with those who are
affected," said Howser.
"Politics can wait for
another day."

Between
Sunday, when the storm
hit, and Tuesday,
Howser had only spo-
ken only once to -- A
Ellsworth, who has had a prominent role in helping to lead the
disaster recovery.

In the storm's wake, local Republicans and
Democrats have put part partisanship aside. "It is not an
appropriate place for any kind of partisan conversation--peri-
od," said Brent Grafton, Vanderburgh County GOP chairman.
"Everybody has responded that way."

His counterpart demonstrated the same sentiment.
"There is not one shred of thought of politics or campaigns,"
said Larry Aiken, Vanderburgh County Democratic chairman.
"There is zero consideration to politics at a time like this."

Grafton and Aiken are examples of how the tragedy is
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Hostettler won'’t visit storm site

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Rep. John Hostettler has decid-
ed not to tour any of the tornado destruction this weekend
when he's back in the district (Evansville Courier & Press).

"He doesn't want to interfere," said his spokesman
Matthew Faraci. "He is very adamant.

"Our district staff members are literally in the field trying
to do the best they can to assist FEMA. From Mr.
Hostettler's perspective, he does not want to get in the
way of state and local officials doing their job."

Hostettler, R-8th District, did lend his support to
Daniels' request for a federal disaster area, which was
granted Tuesday night. He had also signed a letter asking
for FEMA money for the ice storms in January, and that
request, too, was granted. Hostettler has not always been
a fan of FEMA. In June 2001, he voted against restoring
cuts to the agency. And more recently, he was one of 11
votes against a $50 billion appropriation for aid to victims
of Hurricane Katrina. +¢

touching nearly everyone in the community. Some employees
at Grafton's manufacturing company have been involved in
rescue efforts. An aide at Vanderburgh County Democratic
headquarters had a brother whose family suffered injuries.

Tragedy Offers Leadership Opportunities

Although partisanship has receded in the 8th CD, the
tornado tragedy, like most natural disasters, gives politicians a
role to play in recovery. Gov. Mitch Daniels has been praised
by Republicans and Democrats for visiting the area twice this
week and spearheading an effort that secured assistance
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Daniels' FEMA request was supported by Sens.
Richard Lugar and Evan Bayh as well as Hostettler.

Acting FEMA Director R. David Paulison toured torna-
do-ravaged locations in Evansville and Newburgh on
Wednesday, praising local emergency response and promis-
ing rapid federal recovery help (Evansville Courier & Press).
Preparation by Evansville-area fire, law-enforcement and dis-
aster agencies by "drilling and exercising together" - coupled
with a "spirit of teamwork" that eliminated "turf wars" - may
have saved lives here, said Paulison. He was named acting
director in the wake of Hurricane Katrina after Michael Brown
resigned from the Department of Homeland Security's Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

"What you saw here in this state is what you should
see in every state across the country," Paulison said in a



briefing after a walking tour of Eastbrook Mobile Home Park,
where Sunday's tornadoes killed 18 people and left 200
injured, some critically.

People in Vanderburgh, Warrick, Dubois, Gibson,
Pike, Posey and Spencer counties are eligible to apply for
federal assistance for temporary housing, disaster unemploy-
ment, crisis counseling and disaster loans.

Asking FEMA for help did put Hostettler in a bit of an
awkward political position because he was one of 11
Republicans who voted against $52 billion in disaster relief for
Hurricane Katrina victims earlier this year.

A Hostettler aide said there was no contradiction in
Hostettler's stances on the two storms. Hostettler opposed
Katrina aid because provisions in the bill allowed the govern-
ment to let no-bid contracts as large as $250,000, compared
to the normal $20,000 FEMA limit.

"He was concerned that there would be a lot of
waste," said Hostettler spokesman Matthew Faraci. Faraci
said his boss had not toured the damaged area as of
Wednesday but that his district staff has been working with
FEMA to help constituents affected by the storm.

One accomplishment Hostettler has touted over the
years on his campaign Web site--bringing a Doppler radar
system to the district--is related to severe storm policy. For
the warning system to be most effective, people need special
radios provided by the National Weather Service.

Hostettler will make follow-up inquiries about Doppler
in the wake of the storm. "We're looking into that to find out
how well it worked," said Faraci.

Hostettler, Ellsworth Can Gain
Whether it's Ellsworth leading the effort to identify
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storm victims or Hostettler trying to determine whether
Doppler saved lives, both can gain from doing their jobs well,
said a Hoosier political operative who has worked on state
campaigns for more than 20 years.

"It's more likely to be a plus for Hostettler and
Ellsworth rather than a liability for either one," said Chris
Sautter, a Washington media consultant.

Sautter was working for the late Rep. Frank
McCloskey, a Democrat who represented the 8th CD before
losing to Hostettler in 1994, when a severe tornado struck
Petersburg in 1990. McCloskey won plaudits for being on the
scene immediately and working to maximize federal assis-
tance. "If that's what Hostettler does now, he will be given
credit from all voters," said Sautter.

A local observer, however, said that the political
effects of the tornado are likely to be limited. "Neither candi-
date will be able to use this event to heighten his public pro-
file because both of them have wall-to-wall name recognition
already," said Robert Dion, assistant professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Evansville, in an e-mail interview.

In addition, the storm has occurred early in the elec-
tion cycle. "It's likely that the tornado and its aftermath will
probably have no noteworthy effect on the congressional
race," said Dion. [W]e are a year out from the next election,
and lots of other issues are going to be crowding in before
then."

When the 8th CD does return to politics, Hostettler
will have another tough re-election battle. Ellsworth has
$257,833 on hand, compared to $27,576 for Hostettler, who
has never won an election with more than 53 percent of the
vote. %

Dem gains preview to 067?

TV and print coverage is portraying the Democratic
election wins in the Virginia and New Jersey gubernatorial
races as an indication that President Bush has become a lia-
bility for Republican candidates (Frontrunner). NBC Nightly
News reported the off-year elections "confirmed some
Republican fears that President Bush's falling approval ratings
may be a drag on the party. But even as Democrats celebrate
big wins in the two governors' races, others say you can't
read a national trend into last night's results.”

NBC (Gregory) added, "It was a big night for
Democrats who portrayed gubernatorial wins in Virginia and
New Jersey as a black eye for President Bush." Still, top
Republicans "dismiss the idea these results were symptoms
of Mr. Bush's plunging popularity. Democrats also won the
Virginia and New Jersey races they noted in 2001, when the

President's approval ratings were sky-high." Still, Republicans
"eyeing next year's mid-term elections are nervous."

The CBS Evening News reported, "This was not a
great night for President Bush, particularly in the state of
Virginia. He went in and he campaigned for the Republican
candidate for governor who lost, and this was a state that the
President himself won by 8 points in the last election." Before
the 2006 midterms, Republicans would "like his popularity to
go up a little bit in the polls. But if that can't happen, they are
saying they need an agenda. | spoke with one top House
Republican today who said to me if the President can't give
us an agenda, just get out of our way for the 2006 election.”

CBS anchor Bob Schieffer asked, "And are
Republicans really worried now, do you think, about perhaps
losing the House next year?" Borger: "They are worried about
losing the House, and maybe the Senate." <*



Matthew Tully, indianapolis Star - One of the

biggest moments of Mayor Bart Peterson's time in office will
come Monday night. That evening, in a City-County Building
assembly room, a large chunk of the mayor's legacy will be
written. Before a crowd of political aides and police, the coun-
cil will finally decide whether to merge the Indianapolis Police
and Marion County Sheriff's departments, as the mayor has
sought. For Peterson, this council vote will be more politically
significant than any other for him. This is The Big One. This
isn't about an underdog Democratic mayor begging a
Republican-run Statehouse for a stadium. This
time, the mayor's fellow Democrats are in
charge. They have the council majority, and on
Monday they'll show how much power Peterson
wields with his own party. This plan is his vision.
Failure will be a full-scale embarrassment, the
worst of Peterson's six years in office. If he fails,
he won't be able to blame partisans or politics.
He'll have to blame himself. He'll have to explain
why he couldn't sell his own party, and at least a sympathetic
Republican or two. But a win would nicely cap a year of politi-
cal fights and provide momentum when Peterson returns to
the Statehouse in January for the rest of his government con-
solidation. This is more crucial for the mayor than the stadium
debate. If that bill had died, Peterson could have pushed it
again in 2006. The merger, he warns, is urgent, vital to hold-
ing off police layoffs in the near term. And nothing would
make the mayor look worse than asking cops to turn in their
badges. That would be especially stunning coming from a guy
who rode into office with a promise to hire more police. Six
years later, with crime on the rise, how could he lay them off?
On Monday, before a council panel moved the merger to the
full council for a vote next week, Council President Steve
Talley insisted he wouldn't let the plan fail. "I'd be shocked,"
he said of a "no" vote. "They'd have to carry me out.” But this
one will be close. %

Gary Gerard, warsaw Times-Union - Frankly, | think

most Americans would see these decisions (by Judge Sam
Alito) as reasonable. Should a husband know if his wife is
aborting his child? Should a kindergartner be able to say he’s
thankful for Jesus on a poster at school? Should a black man
be allowed to use as evidence the fact that a juror in his case
made a racist remark after a verdict? | was watching CNN
earlier this week and Teddy Kennedy, seemingly sober at the
time, was ranting about how Alito was a “radical.” No kidding
— a radical. Kennedy really said that. Honestly, if the
Democrats filibuster this guy because he’s too radical and
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extreme for them, | think they paint themselves into a corner.

®
%

Mark Kiesling, Times of Northwest Indiana - The

Lake County Good Government Initiative, launched by U.S.
Rep. Pete Visclosky and others, supports governmental effi-
ciency and effectiveness and is aimed at improving the quality
of life. The compact's drafters have asked all elected officials
and their challengers to sign the 10-point pledge, and it's
drawn public criticism from County Council Attorney Ray
Szarmach, who said in essence the compact is not worth the
paper it's been faxed on. He's right. If you are
ethical and in public office (yes, there are some),

CO I_U NISTS then you don't need this compact. If you're uneth-
ical and in public office, sign away with a flourish,

then violate all its principles. There's nothing to
stop you. Tell everyone how ethical you are, then
pick their pocket. The pledge itself is admirable,
but it has an ivory tower odor about it. Szarmach,
who has spent 31 years in the trenches of Lake
County government, called the pledge a "feel-good political
measure" that reeks of McCarthyist intimidation tactics. The
idea being that if you don't sign the pledge, which includes
support for the Good Government Initiative, you are by your
own admission unethical and unfit for the support of the vot-
ers in the next election. One of the drafters, Ed Charbonneau
said no one should feel intimidated and everyone has the
abili